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TOPICS OF THE TIMES. 
— 


Tsosz who believe in Jesus as the 
Son of God, marvel greatly at the 
blindness of the Jews in and 
Him. They believe that 


— con- 


divine. In the f however, of all 
these evidences whi als our age, 
think so convincing, the Jews — 


ferred the robber and murderer 
abbas to Him. 

Strange and unaccountable as this 
may be to modern they 
have a 
the t time. 

e same blindness and inability 


to recognize divine things rest upon 
them as did in former times upon the 


Jews. 
Yet to tell them that this is their 


more plain and pointed than are the 
predictions of the es concern- 
ing —.— which sh take place in 


—. it should achieve. 
eriptions of the 


parallel cass. before. them 2 the fleah. 
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to d the work and people of 
God, and thus fulfilled the predic- 
tions of that Bible which they read 
constantly in their churches, they 
will be filled with amazement at the 
blindness and folly of men. 

The Gentiles of to-day cannot justly 
find fault with or condemn the Jews 
for the course they took in the days 
of the Savior, for they yield to the 
same spirit and pursue the same path. 
The sume unbelief and hardness of 
heart which took possession of the 
Jews in the days of the Son of Man 
have seized the Gentiles in our day. 

This is apparent in all the proceed- 
ings against the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. — 
this Church is organized in every de- 
tail according to the pattern of the 


ancient church, is possessed of the- 


same officers, and has the exact form 
of doctrine taught by the apostles, 


and teaches its members to strive for. 


the same gifts, yet it is hated and 
persecuted with a savage blindness 
that reminds one of the Jews and 
their treatment of the Son of God. 
This is all the more remarkable be- 
cause of the wide circulation of the 
Bible. The Jews had not the facili- 
ties for becoming familiar with the 
word of God that the moderns have. 
Now there is scarcely a family in the 
land that does not have a Bible in its 

ion. Every one can read the 
predictions of the prophets + can 
examine, compare an onder upon 
them at his leisure. The Jews did 
not have this advantage. 

In the treatment which this Church 
receives at the present time, its per- 
secutors are fulfilling the prophecies 
contained in the Bible. But not this 
alone.. They are fulfilling the words 
of God in the Booklof Mormon. With 
the greatest ible plainness the 
prophet Nephi was inspired to des- 
cribe the treatment the Church of 
the Lamb would receive in the last 
days, when it should be restored to 
the earth. These predictions were 
published in that sacred record before 
the Church was organized, and ata 
time, when it was most unlikely 
they would be fulfilled. 

his was a land of religious liberty 
—not a land of religious toleration, 


but of full liberty or no church was 
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preferred before another. All occu- 
pied the same plane. Under the 
Constitution of the country such reli- 
gious persecution as the Book of Mor- 
mon foretold would take place seemed 
at the time incredible. But its pre- 
dictions have been, and are still being, 
literally fulfilled. It required the 

ift of prophecy to make these things 

nown. In persecuting the Latter- 
day Saints and seeking the destruc- 
tion of the Church of Jesus Christ, 
men are proving that Joseph Smith 
was a true prophet. 

Not only do the predictions of the 
Book of Mormon, translated by the 
power of God through Joseph Smith, 
establish the fact that Joseph was a 
divinely inspired prophet, but his own 
utterances which be was inspired to 
make contribute to prove his pro- 
phetic character. He foretold with 
accuracy the treatment the Church of 
Christ would receive from this nation, 
if the nation should reject the Gospel. 
Step by step in its onward progress 
has the advancement of the Church 
been marked out by Joseph and the 
other servants of until its final 
triumph should be achieved. The 
fate which awaits the nation, also, 
was described, and the warning voices 
of the Elders of this Church have 
been heard in every part of the land, 
making known to the inhabitants the 
calamities and destructions which 
await them unless they speedily re- 
ve and forsake their iniquities. 

ike the most of the prophets who 
have been sent unto mankind to call 
unto repentance and to warn of ap- 
—— judgments, these Elders 

ave been persecuted and treated in 
the most cruel manner. The prophet 
Joseph was slain; many others have 
also had their lives taken; othérs 
have been scourged and abused in 
various ways by mobs; they have 
been treated as public enemies, and 
all because they warn the people that, 
unleas they speedily repent and for- 
sake their sins, they will be made to 
feel the dreadful anger of the Lord, 
and the nation will be visited with 
displeasure. 
is nation cannot plead ignorance 

of what has been said and done when 
calamity overtakes it, for the warn- 
ings of the men of God have ‘been 


— 
a 


heard throughout the land; the {work 
of God is not thrust into a corner. It 
is in the tops of the mountains in the 
centre of the continent. It cannot be 
hid. The * of all are directed to- 
wards it. It isa subject of national 
discussion and agitation. In 

committee rooms and in the halls of 
Congress its rights and wrongs are 
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investigated. Public men—Presidents, 
Senators, Representatives, Judges an 
Governors—have it forced upon their 
attention, and though its cause may 
be obscured by slanders and lies, the 
hideous wrongs from which it has 
suffered cannot be wholly concealed. 
—Juvenile Instructor. 


THE MORMONS IN CONFERENCE AT MERTHYR 
BY A RAMBLER, 
—0 


Tan Mormons of the district met to- 
gether in Conference on Sunday (3rd 
inst.), meetings taking place in the 
morning, and at 
the Temperance Hall 3 rac- 
tically they were on their defence that 
day. The heated, sweeping, and vio- 
lent har es delivered by the ex- 
Mormun Jarman some time ago did 
much to bring the cause of Mormon- 
ism into discredit, but there can now 
hardly be a doubt that Jarman’s state- 
ments did not in every case bear the 
imprint of truth. Speaking to a — 
minent Mormon Elder the other day, 
our representative was informed that 
Jarman is really an escaped lunatic. 
However that may be, there was 
method in the madness which 
* him to hold public meetings 
in different parts of the country, aud 
make a charge for admission. The 
Conference on Sunday might be con- 
sidered as a sort of protest against 
Jarman’s misrepresentations, and ad- 
vantage was taken of it to explain to 
en is of the Mormon 


th. 

South Wales has for many years 
been a sort of happy hunting ground 
for Mormon missionaries, and the 
fact that there are already from 15,000 
to 20,000 Welsh people eking out an 
existence on the stubborn soil of the 
bee country is sufficient to indicate 
the success of their efforts, The sight 
of small households journeying to the 
land far west to throw in their for- 
tunes with the inhabitants of the 
famous Salt Lake T is a fami- 

iar one, and probably, if the state- 
ment of Mormon missionaries may be 
accepted, it is likely to become still 
more familiar. 


Abraham is the model man, and 
Sarah the model woman, and the creed 
of the sect is a peculiar one. Mr. W. 
Hepworth Dixon, in his “ New Ame- 
— (I, 24), has tabulated it as fol- 
ows :— 

1, God is a person with the form 
and flesh of man. 2, Manisa part of 
the substance of God, and will him- 
self become a God. 3, Man was not 
created by God, but existed from all 
eternity, and will never cease to exist. 
4, There is no such thing as original 
or birth sin. 5, The earth is only 
one of many inhabited spheres. 6, 
God is president of men, made God’s 
angels, god men, and spirits waiting 
to receive a tabernacle of flesh. 7, 
Man’s household of wives is his king- 
dom, not for earth only, but also in 
his future state. 8, Mormonism is the 
kiugdom of God on earth. The Mor- 
the payment of 
tithes, permit polygamy, encou 
labor, and believe in their leaders 
working miracles. An Elder of the 
Mormon Caurch explains his position 
as follows:—“The truth we are now 
endeavoring to teach has been revealed 
to us. We have received a message 
from God, and are satisfied of its 
truth. The Gospel has been restored 
by Joseph Smith, and the commission 
to f° forth and preach it has been 
conferred upon the Elders of the 
Church. I proclaim to-day that 
Joseph Smith was a prophet of God, 
and I bear this testimony as Peter 
bore testimony to the divinity of 
Jesus of Nazareth. The blessings en- 
joyed anciently has fallen upon the 
members of the Church of Latter-day 

Our Church is organized on 


the pattern of the Church which our 
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Savior organized while upon earth, 
and we have received the testimony 
of the truth of the Gospel to-day as 
they received it anciently. The Apos- 
tles of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints are endowed with 
the same gifts as the Apostles of ol 

and as St. Peter and the other o 
Christ's chosen followers knew Jesus 
of Nazareth to be the Son of God by 
revelation, so are those of to-day who 


have received His authority to preach | Sco 


His holy Gospel to the world able to 
testify to the glorious truth. The 
Elders you see present have come 
from Utah to preach the truth to you. 
They bave homes there, they have 
occupations there; but they have 
come away from all to bear 8 
to the divinity of Jesus Christ. We 
are not paid for our labors, and the 
expenses come out of our own 
pockets.” 

President Geo. Teasdale and Elder 
McAllister, of the Liverpool office, 
together with a number of Elders 
from Utah, were present on Sunday. 
Apostle Teasdale is President of the 
European Mission, which it will sur- 

rise muny to know is most systematic 
in its working. An Elder explained 
it to me as follows: —“ The Elders 
travel hither and thither, as the ser- 
vants of God anciently traveled, 
preaching the Gospel. This being 
so, it has naturally become desir- 
able that we should know what 
they are doing and what 
they are makin Consequently 
they are occasionally called together 
in conference, at which the Elders 
report the result of their labors ; 
supply information as to the manner 
in which the people are receivin 
their explanation of the Gospel, — 


offer i 
the other. The organization is a 
beautifully-arranged one, It i 
tem by which the work of all bran 
of the Church in the misssionary fields 
of labor, no matter in what part of 
the world J is thorough! 
known. We have traveling in 
the Welsh Mission fields, and also 
many, Swit 
d, New Zealand, Australia, 
the Sandwich Islands, and various 
parts of the United States. Indeed 
they are spread out through all the 
world, preaching this Gospel, as the 
witnesses before the end, spoken of 
by the Son of God, shall come. Not- 
withstanding that the work is spread 
out over such an immense area of 
country, the President of the Charch 
knows what is — done in all 
of the world; one method by 
which he acquires this knowledge is 
by the holding of conferences in the 
various missions. for example 
the English Mission. We have as 
rge 0. is presidency 
also extends over the whole Kuropean 
Mission. The English Mission is di- 
vided into a number of conferences. 
At stated times the Elders meet, as 
in conference. The reports of the 
proceedings at these conferences are 
sent to Apostle Teasdale (who occa- 
sionally attends them), and Apostl 
Teasdale in turn reports to the 
dent of the Church. 
The Conference on day was 
very well attended, and forcible and 
interesting addresses were delivered, 
which should do much to remove the 
false impression of the ex-Mormon 
Jarman.— Merthyr Express. 


ESCAPES FROM MOBS. 
— 


A MISSIONARY now laboring in Mis- 
sissippi writes us an account of the 
escapes of himself and his traveling 
companion from being mobbed on two 
occasions, They have two fields about 
twenty miles apart, between which 
lies a large town. In passing from 
one field to the other the missionaries 

passed this town ; 


having occasion lately 


J they were moved upon 


but 
the 
to 


the town that they were on the road, 
and that a mob had made u 
tions to give them reception 
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at the time why they should be so 
impressed. But they soon after 
learned that it had become known in 


their arrival there. The taking of a 
new route caused the Elders to escape 
falling into the hands of their enemies. 

They occasion, about three 
weeks later, to re-traverse the jour- 
ney; and this time, in order to pur- 
chase some necessaries, they decided 
to go through town. In doing so 
they noticed three or four men stand- 
ing upon the veranda of a very high 
buildi They heard one of the men 
say: “ Hurry and we will head them 
on the next street!“ The Elders took 
the hint, but not the street indicated. 


tead of the latter, they chose a Deser 


well-tramped hog trail, and were soon 
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buried in the depths of a cane brake, 


where the mnd and briers were so 
abundant that a bloodhound could 
hardly have followed. 

The Elder writes that the mob had 
an opportunity to use their saplings 
on a fellow who had kicked his little 
child, two and a half into 
the fire it cried for nev | the 
little fellow being fatally burned. 
The Elder concludes with the remark 
that, in his opinion, it would have 
been better, even in such a case, for 
the law to have its course,— 
et News. 


SERENADED. 


— 


On a recent occasion the Tabernacle 
choir visited the President’s office, 
where they were welcomed by Presi- 
dent W ff and Apostle George Q. 
Cannon. The crowd gained acces- 
sions, so much so that the office was 
completely filled. An organ was ob- 
tained and presided over by Joseph 
J. Daynes, when the choir sang with 
much force and spirit the “Star 
Spangled Banner” and “ America” 
A beautiful solo by Mrs, Silverwood 
and “Jerusalem” made up a very 


choice selection. 

words, ex the joy and pleasure 
of the choir in seeing Brother Cannon 
restored to citizenship as a free man. 


He said, however, that his ton was 


too thick to talk, and quietly sub- 
sided. 
Brother Cannon then arose, and 


though much affected by the circum- 
stances, said that he could not give 
full expression to his feelings, but 
that this was the happiest moment of 
his life. He had been well treated 
while in prison; was happy. when he 
went there, was while incar- 
cera and was 
The Lord manifested to that it 
was his duty to ge to 1 

said he, —— go 
on any mission, believing that 
the act would be beneficial to my 
brethren, and soften their experience. 
Tamgladsuch has been thecase, I have 
every joy thas all men can have who 


* 


now. | Ch 


that the people are in 
‘trying ordeal. We will 


have been imprisoned. I am glad to 
be free. A man on the underground 
is as dead to his friends. We wanted 
to burst the bonds and get access to 
the people; we hope to enjoy more of 
their society now than we have had. 
Tam ready to accept the providences 
of God. His work cannot be arrested 
in its p If our brethren be 
imprisoned, there is no cry of want 
from their families There is no 
parallel between our position now and 
that of our brethren who were driven 
from Nauvoo out into a wilderness. 
Be true and steadfast all of you. 

“I thank you from my heart. God 
bless you in all things, and may you 
be faithful to the end. Amen.” 

President Woodruff arose, and 
joined with Brother Cannon in the 
sentiments off-red, saying: “I realize 
through a 

all pass 
through the trials allotted to us.” 


Pointing to the portraits hanging on 
the walls, he said that many of them 
had gone behind the veil and are now 


watching over the interests of the 
kingdom of God on the earth. The 
urch has come to stay—God will 
not forsake us. Some may wonder 
why God does not deliver us from 
our persecutors; but God has His 
own way of ae with mankiod. 
He has never set His hand to do a 
work but it has gune forth, The 
Saints have through many 
trials during the last fifty years, but 
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their faithfulness in the midst of 
affliction will bring its sure reward. 
Whatever in the future we may have 
to pass through, all will be right. 
Everything predicted by the Prophet 
Joseph will be fulfilled. Infidelity 

revails amongst mankind; few have 
aith in the dealings of God; but the 
principles of truth willtriumpb. Let 
every thought that separates us be 
banished, and let us cling to the truth, 
and be true to God and each other in 


every trial. God bless you. Amen.” 
After the above exerci a choir 
composed of natives of the Sandwich 


Islands sang three pieces. The first 
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was a hymn, a favorite with Brother 
Cannon when on the islands as a mis 
sionary 35 years ago. The other two 
were composed and arranged for the 
occasion, All were in the native 
tongue of the singers. | au 

After this singing Brother Cannon 
made a short address in the Hawaiian 
language, and was followed by Presi- 
dent Woodruff, wha spoke briefly, his 
remarks being interpreted by Elder 
R. B. T. Taylor into the language of 
the Hawaiians. 

A general handshaking and plea- 
social chat followed.—Deseret 

ews. 


— — 


CONCERNING THE MORMONS. 


Mormonism does not signify poly- 
gamy, any more than Episcopalianism 
signifies drunkenness and defalcation 
in office, The chief prophet, whose 
utterances form so much of the bible 
they believe, was Mormon, and they 
named this bible as the Mormon Bible, 
and theirs as the Mormon religion. 
The Mormon who lives up to his bible 
teachings must be a very good man. 
Not 2 per cent. of the Mormon Church 
ever endorsed or practiced polygamy 
but they leave this matter to be settled 
by and between the parties to the 
relationsbip in accord to the dictates 
of conscience. The Mormon * 
have an established record of being, 
in proportion to numbers, the most 
honest, temperate, virtuous, indus- 
trious, and self-sacrificing of all the 
various sects, creeds, or branches of 
society in this country. 


They existed as a religious 8 in. 
est, 


Tilinois long before they went 

and brought enemies upon themselves 
originally by their declarations in 
favor of virtue, temperance, and right 


to account to God for all those 
matters which are no concern of man. 
Under the lead of Joseph Smith they 
crossed the Mississippi river in 1846. 
In 1845 they decided to leave Nauvoo, 
Illinois, and to dispose of their beau- 
tiful property, several hundreds of 
farms, and 2,000 horses. The peace- 
loving community at this time num- 
bered about 6,000 souls. 

“Do we believe that God had them 
in His keeping as they 1 ed 
across the plain?’ Yes; bad they 
not been in His care and keeping th 
never could have reached their desti- 
nation. Their intentions were good, 
and the source of all was with 
them then and about them, as He is 
with and for and about all who, with- 
out fear and hypocrisy, believe in 
Him.—Pomeroy’s Advance 
(Non-Mormon), March, 1889. 

The foregoing is the reply of the 
editor to a correspondent who wrote 
requesting information about the 
“ Mormons.”—Ep. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 
Ten wagons were smashed to pieces on the Caledonian Railway on the 14th inst. owing, 
to a breakdown of a truck loaded with an iron tank of naphtha 
Intelligence has just reached New York that the barque Pettingill, Portland, Maine, 
has been wrecked in Chesapeake Bay, thirteen of the crew being drowned. 
A telegram has been received from the British Minister at Rio de Janeiro reporting 
that the yellow fever epidemic is increasing in that capital and Santos. a 
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Intelligence has been received of the loss of the Glasgow barque Port Gordon and 
four lives on the North Pacific Coast of America. 

Nimes, March 15.—An explosion of fire-damp occurred to-day in the collieries at 
Portes, in the Department of the Gaul. Fifteen of the minors who were below at the 
time were killed, and six injured. 

The Shaw, Savill, and Albion steamer Tainui, which arrived at Plymouth on the 18th 
inst., reports that she called at Rio Janeiro on the lst, 1 esas 
very severely there, 100 deaths occurring per day. 

A mob of London roughs, on Saturday (16th inst.), attacked a procession of foreign 
Jews, in the neighborhood of Berner-street, and in the course of the mélee several per- 
sons were injured. The police eventually interfered, and four arrests were made. 

American despatches received at Queenstown contain particulars of the destruction by 
fire of the Kansas City Metropolitan-street car stables on the night of the 7th inst. 
Twelve men perished in the flames, and seventy-five mules were burned to death. 


While a number of workmen were engaged in the construction of a dock at Blyth-on- 
Tyne on the 13th inst., a crane and steam-engine capsized, carrying away a portion of 
the dock wall, and burying a number of the men. Eight are believed to have been 
killed. 

News from Hayti is to the effect that another battle has been fought betwoen the 
forces of General Legitime and General Hyppolite, resulting in the defeat of the 
latter with the loss of between two and three hundred in killed, wounded, and prisoners. 
It is alleged that the most brutal ferocity was exhibited by the victors. 

Vienna, March 15.—A wide-spread epidemic of smallpox is reported from the Saxon- 
Bohemian frontier. The townspeople of Haslau, Frankenhaus, Liebenstein, Selb, Hirs- 
feld, Lindau, Steingrub, and Waldstein, are stricken with the disease, and, despite the 
precautionary efforts of the authorities, the epidemic has spread to Saxon territory at 
Schomberg. 

A terrible explosion occurred on the 13th inst., at Brynmally Collieries, near Wrex- 
ham, by which twenty men have lost their lives. The explosion took place about 5.30 
p. m., just before the day shift were leaving work. A party of explorers descended the 
shaft as soon as possible, and the worst fears were soon confirmed, the twenty men in the 
pit being found dead. 

New York, March 17.—A despatch from Helena, Montana, states that owing to the 
recent destruction by fire of half of the plant of the Anaconda Copper Mine, the 
Chambers of the Syndicate of Mines have ordered the mine to be closed, 600 men being 
thrown out of work. The works destroyed comprised forty Breuckner roasting furnaces 
and Eighteen hundred men altogether 
are deprived of employment. 


A Vienna correspondent says a recent 
train on the transcaspian Railway was passing through a tunnel, it ran off the rails, with 
the result that the seventeen carriages of which it was composed were smashed to atoms, 
while fifty of the passengers were killed or seriously injured. The disaster is explained 
to have been caused by a band of robbers, who destroyed the line with a view to 
plundering the passengers. A sufficient number of the passengers escaped serious injury, 
however, to capture the deperadoes who perpetrated this diabolical outrage. 

Dixon, Webster County, Kentutky, is in a state of terror, owing to a mysterious 
disease. The local physicians are not agreed as to the precise nature of the disease, 
They unite in saying that it is identical with the disease which swept the New England 
States a few years ago, killing so many people and it was called the Black Death. It 
appears to be an exceedingly virulent form of cerebro-spinal meningitis, and accompanied 
with most remarkable characteristics. None of its victims have survived its attacks, 
though a few blind and helpless sufferers are still lingering on the edge of the grave. No 
authentic record of the deaths can be obtained, as there is no local board of health, but 
it is known that about sixty persons have died. 


— 
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MONDAY, MARCH 25, 1889. 


PROFESSOR HUXLEY ON “MORMONISM.” 
PRorrssonx T. H. Huxley, of world-wide fame, contributes to the columns of 
The Nineteenth Century for February an article entitled “Agnosticism.” In 
the course of his remarks the author takes occasion to refer briefly to “ Mor- 
monism,” and its history. Some of the statements relating thereto which 
this learned scientist publishes to the world aré remarkable, and, coming 
from such a high source, they are invested with a special interest and value, 
not only to the Saints, but to the world in general. 
1 Professor introduces his readers to “Mormonism” in the following 
age: 

When the historian of religion in the twentieth century is writing about 

the nineteenth, I foresee he will say something of this kindz 


The most curious and instructive events in the religious hi of the 
preceding century are the rise and progress of two new sects, called Mormons 
and Positivists. To the student who has carefully considered these remark- 


able phenomena nothing in the records of religious self-delusion can appear 
improbable, 


Looking at the subject of religion in general from the position occupied by 
Mr. Huxley as an Agnostic, much, or nearly all, that is contained in every 
system of ecclesiasticism partakes of the nature of a delusion, primitive 
Christianity not being excepted. 

In that institution, which was established by the Son of God Himself, 
there are many things which are proposed as matters of faith, and which de- 
pend upon the exercise of this principle alone for their acceptance on the 
part of the human family. Right here the principles of Agnosticism and 
those of Christianity come in conflict, for the distinguishing tenet of the for- 
mer as expressed, in its positive aspect, by Mr. Huxley himself, reads thus: 
In matters of the intellect, follow your reason as far as it will take you, 
without regard to any other consideration.” 

It is very evident, therefore, that our author does not intend to imply that 
_“ Mormonism” is a delusion in contradistinction to Christianity which is not, 
but he classes all religious creeds together—primitive Christianity, Mor- 
monism” so-called, and every other religious ism extant—as delusions, and 
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then publishes to the world the statement that the facts connected with the 
rise and progress of the “Mormon” people are pre-eminently adapted to 
make the records of the early, alleged Christian delusion appear probable. 

This is what Mr. Huxley substantially declares, and his words should fall 
upon the ears of a Christian world like a voice from heaven. The individual 
who believes in the revelations of Almighty God—who believes in the found- 
ing of Christianity by the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, has thus thrust 
upon his attention the proposition that Mormonism’ excels all the sects of 
professed Christianity combined in adaptability to invest the Gospel records 
with the garb of probability, and consequently to disarm the infidel of his 
arguments. The value of such testimony in favor of the religion of the 
Latter-day Saints can be appreciated by the honest soul only who desires 
the vindication of God’s word, let the confirmatory evidence come from what 
source it may. It is immaterial, for the purposes of this argument, whether 
we regard the Gospel of Jesus Christ as a religious delusion, or as veritable 
truth, Mormonism” stands forth as the most powerful confirmation of it 
according to the opinion of a trained, scientific mind. 

It is here pertinent to inquire why the rise, progress, etc., of the “ Mormon” 
people are so eminently calculated to confirm the records of the early Church. 
It appears to us that there can be but one answer to this question, and tha 
is founded upon the principle of similarity or likeness. The truth o 
this position will become more apparent when we consider that lif “Mormon 
ism” were wholly unlike apostolic Christianity, it could not in any way serve 
to make the history and records of the early institution appear at all proba- 
ble. No one can deny that just, in proportion as a Christian system of this 
age corresponds in all its ramifications with one that has preceded it, is the 
existing institution serviceable to illustrate and confirm the truth of the re- 
cords of the earlier system. But we are obliged, also, to admit the converse 
of this proposition, which is, that the ecclesiastical system best adapted to 
confirm the history of the primitive Church is that one which is most like 
the early institution. According to the views, then, of Professor Huxley, 
the ecclesiastical system of the Latter-day Saints must be entitled to this 
proud distinction. It is a great pleasure to us to record his testimony, which 
assures us that Mormon” institutions are accomplishing another of the pur- 
poses for which they were and are ordained, namely: to establish the exceed- 
ing great probability of the truth of the Biblical narratives, records and doc- 
trines, and eventually to rivet a conviction of their Divinity upon the heart 
and conscience of every soul living or dead. The Church is moving forward 
to the consummation of this purpose, and not one iota of her mission shall 
fail. 

It would have been very instructive, no doubt, had Mr. Huxley informed 
us fully why he regards Mormonism” as worthy of being distinguished as a 
conspicuous phenomenon even in this age of marvels. There are some who 
assume that the Saints and their institutions derive their greatest pre-emi- 
nence from the fact that the principles of plural or celestial marriage forms a 
part of “ Mormon” Church doctrines. But the individual who has made him- 
self familiar with the history of the Saints is well aware that “Mormonism” 
was just as phenomena! in its earlier days, before the principle of plural mar · 
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riage was incorporated among the doctrines of the Church, as it was in later 
years, after the principle had been revealed and accepted. Then, further, to 
every individual capable of exercisiog his mental faculties in a rational man- 
ner, the proposition must appear absurd that the doctrine or practice of plural 
marriage can possibly be phenomenal in a world which ‘was for ages wholly 
given over to polygamic practices, and which yet prevail among a vast majo- 
rity of the human family. If the “Mormon” principle of plurality of wives is 
phenomenal in a polygamic world, it must be so because there is a phenome- 
nal difference existing between Mormon” polygamy and that which is 
practiced by others. On such ground our assent is assured. 

It can not be controverted that if Mormonism” is not intrinsically pheno- 
menal, it never can appear in a phenomenal aspect. To assume the contrary 
of this proposition is as unreasonable as to expect light out of darkness, and 
sight out of blind eyes. If the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
is phenomenal because of the principle of faith which it teaches and prac- 
tices, it is so because that faith itself is phenomenal, and unlike the faith 
which is exercised by the Christian world in general. Thus we might pro- 
ceed with every principle belonging to this Church, and the same conc!usions 
must follow. When we once admit that Mormonism” is phenomenal in its 
rise, progress, doctrines, powers or accomplishments, we must also admit that 
the force which has given rise to such extraordinary manifestations is also 
extraordinary. Common forces do not produce so-called marvels either in 
the physical or intellectual world, as every scientist very well knows, Mr. 
Huxley not excepted. 

It should be observed that Mormonism” is confessedly phenomenal in an 
age of wonders. That it is so under such circumstances affords ample evi- 
dence of its inherent marvelous properties. It requires no great scientific 
‘ability tu enable an individual to tower as an intellectual giant in the estima- 
tion of a class of school-boys; but he who can loom up as a phenomenal 
scientist in the company of such famous men as Darwin, Tyndal, Huxley, 
Dana, and others of illustrious fame and memory, must indeed be a wonder. 

The same principle which is thus applicable when reference is made to 
scientists, holds good in the realm of theology and religion. Mormonism” 
was not ushered into this world at a period of its history when ecclesiasticism 
was at a low ebb, and when there was a paucity of learned and polished 
divines. It came not in a dark age of man’s history—not in a time of general 
ignorance—not when men were specially superstitious and credulous; but at 
a period when Christianity claimed to have reached the zenith of her power 
and glory; it came when learning and refinement graced the pulpit, when the 
Spurgeons and the Beechers were thrilling their hearers with their wonder- 
ful Christian eloquence; it came when general knowledge was widely diffused; 
it came when, as never before, the world was incredulous; and planting itself 
down by the side of nearly one thousand competitors, some of them having 
had ages of schooling and experience, it sprang with a single bound to the 
head of the list, and there remained as the religious phenomenon of a pheno- 
menal age. Justly indeed may the scientific mind which is capable of giving 
due weight to matters of fact and to principles, assign to “ Mormonism’ the 
highest rank in the list of marvels. In doing so, however, the men of the 
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world are simply setting the seal of their testimony to the truth of the pro- 
phecy of Joseph Smitb, in which it is declared that “a great and a marvelous 
work is about to come forth unto the children of men.” This was uttered 
in 1829, before the Church had been organized with but half a dozen mem- 
bers. Mr. Huxley affirms in substance that this prophecy bas been fulfilled. 

There are yet other aspects of the case which, according to the Professor's 
views, make the phenomenal! character of Mormonism” more than ever con- 
spicuous. We refer to the opposition it has had to encounter, and to the 
alleged disreputable character of its founder, We quote at length what Mr. 
Huxley has to say respecting these matters: 

There is a complete consensus of testimony that the founder of Mormon- 
ism, one Joseph Smith, was a low-minded, ignorant scamp, and that he stole 
the ‘Scriptures’ which he propounded; not being clever enough to forge even 
such contemptible stuff as they contain. Nevertheless he must have been a 
man of some force of character, for a considerable number of disciples soon 
gathered about him. In spite of repeated outbursts of popular hatred and 
violence—during one of which persecuti Smith was brutally murdered— 
the Mormon body steadily increased, and me a flourishing community. 
But the Mormon practices being objectionable to the majority, they we 
more than once, without any pretense of law, but by force of riot, arson an 
murder, driven from the land they bad occupied. Hurried by these persecu- 
tions, the Mormon body eventually committed itself tothe tender mercies of 
a desert as barren as that of Sinai ; and after terrible sufferings and priva ions 
reached the oasis of Utuh. Here it grew and flourished, sending out mission- 
aries to, and receiving converts from, all parts of Europe, sometimes to the 
number of 10,000 in a year; until, in 1880, the rich and — — commu- 
nity numbered 110,000 souls in Utah alone, while there were probably 30,000 
or 40,000 scattered abroad elsewhere. In the whole history of religions there 
is no more remarkable example of the power of faith; and in this case, the 
founder of that faith was indubitably a most despicable creature. It is in- 
teresting to observe that the course taken by the t Republic and its citi- 
zens runs exactly parallel with that taken by the Roman Empire and its citi- 
zens towards the early Christians, except that the Romans had a certain legal 
excuse for their acts of violence, inasmuch as the Christian “ sodalitia” were 
not licensed, and consequently were, ipso facto, illegal assemblages, Until in 
the latter part of the nineteenth century, the United States legisfature de- 
creed the illegality of polygamy, the Mormons were wholly within the law. 

No ordinary political or religious organization could long survive such per- 
secutions as the Church of Jesus Christ. has had to endure. Every intelli- 
gent man knows that it takes force of character and the stamina of true man- 
hood to maintain one’s private convictions in peril of “riot, arson, murder,” 
and banishment, yet Mr. Huxley simply repeats what all the world knows, 
when he says the Mormon” people have endured all such evils and outrages 
for the sake of their religious convictions. 

We could contiuue these remarks concerning matters of fact relating to the 
“ Mormon” people and their religion, and in whatever phase we might view 
them, we should find the marvelous and the phenomenal clearly descernible; 
but we forbear further remarks on this matter at present. We desire, how- 
ever, to ask Mr. Huxley to explain how such a marvelous work and a wonder 
could have been originated by an individual of the character of Joseph Smith, 
were he such an individual as his enemies represent him. Mr. Huxley is 
pleased to characterize him as a low- minded. ignorant scamp,” a “ despi- 
cable creature,” and says that he “stole the scriptures,” not being clever 
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enough to forge even such contemptible stuff.” Will this gentleman inform us 
if any “low-minded, ignorant scampe” or “ despicable creatures” have revola- 
tionized the science of physiology, for instance, as Joseph Smith has done 
that of theology? Can he point to a single individual who steals the writings 
of Herschel and Newton because he is not “clever” enough to forge them, yet 
who is able to propound a new system of astronomy which scientists forth- 
with regard as phenomenal? Were it possible to accomplish a matter of this 
kind, we submit that such a new and strange system of astronomy would not 
be half so marvelous as that it should originate from a “low-minded, igno- 
rant scamp,” thief and “ despicable creature.” 


When we are gravely informed that the . phenomenal religious 

movement of this century was originated by such a wretch, we begin to 
wonder if men have lost their reason. In view of such an alleged murvel, 
our thoughts turn from the thing formed to him that formed it, and find in 
him the greater mystery. The scientific mind which can propose a despicable 
origin for an acknowledged phenomenon ought not to reject the sectarian 
doctrine that all things were created out of nothing. When power originates 
in weakness, light in darkness, hope in despair, and love in hate, but not until 
then, will it be time for men to expect rational beings to credit the proposi- 
tion that great events of whatever name or nature do not have corresponding 
mighty causes. 

Mr. Huxley should qualify his expressions somewhat if he is desirous to 
have them conform to facts. There is Not “a complete consensus of testi - 
mouy that Joseph Smith was low-minded,” &c. He should say there is such 
a consensus of testimony on the part of his enemies. What is such testi- 
mony worth? Let Mr. Huxley go to his own bitterest enemies, and when he 
ascertains their opinion of himself he can answer our question. It is strange 
that a scientist should accept as his own the views of Joseph Smith’s foes 
respecting his character, and then forthwith declare to the world that the 
“Mormon” people were, more than once, without any pretence of law, but 
by force of riot, arson, and murder, driven from the land they occupied.” 

Evidently the Professor thinks “Mormon” foes can be guilty of many of the 
most heinous offences against law and humanity, but 1 won't ie. That's 
another marvel. 

Joseph Smith was an honorable, upright, noble man, as those of the Saints 
who knew him best can freely testify; and many non-“Mormons” have 
cheerfully affirmed the same respecting him. 

While on the way from Nauvoo to Carthage, where he was murdered, 
Joseph Smith said: I Au GOING LIKE A LAMB TO THE SLAUGHTER, BUT | 
4M CALM 4S A SUMMER'S MORNING. Do low-minded ecamps thus face death 
when they can escape by flight? Do despicable creatures thus freely and 
voluntarily lay down their lives for conscience’ sake? No; heroes and Saints 
of God alone can perform such deeds, and Joseph Smith was both a hero 
and a Saint. 

He lives enshrined in the hearts of thousands of the human family, who 
owe their happiness in this life and their hopes for the world to come, to the 
work which he performed while living. 

Blessed and happy, indeed, would Professor Huxley be if he had attained 
to such an eminence and exaltation. R 
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No one should understand that we endorse what Mr. Hepworth Dixon tabu- 
lates for the principles of “Mormonism,” as published by the Merthyr B- 
press, and which appear in another column of the Star. The “Mormon” 
principles are those of the Bible; and this people themselves are the best 


expositors of their own faith. 


Appress Cuancep.—The Holland 


Mission house address is changed to 


Albert Cuypstraat No. 29, Amsterdam, Holland. 


North — 


In — year 1885 Elder J. S. Blyth 
came here, and into 
branches the few remaining Saints. 

Previous to his co Australia 
had been without Traveling Elders 
for nearly seven 7 the Saints 
a shepherd—scattered. Brother Bl 
pve afflicted with poor heal 

eal of the time, and laboring 
— succeeded in finding all who 
were formerly members of our Church, 
of re-baptizing hem, together wi 
others, Tn the tering of 1888 he bade 
the shores of Anatralia farewell, and 
sailed for home, leaving Elder Stephen 
. Chipman as President of the Aus- 
District of the Australasian 


Mission. 

There are in this country at 
only four Elders ; and when it is re- 
membered that Australia is as 
in area as the United * it 
de readil 


t 


— to the United he 
g tion is only a little over three 


the principal por- 
tion which we 


on 

and southern coasts. 
The travels and labors of the pre- 
sent Elders have been around and 
about the — of and 
bourne, each 


tion of over 000. 
— — 


— opening 
the for they 
rather 


many. booed 


— 
false statements —— ‘by Mr. 
and Mrs. Stenhouse that it is with 
difficulty we can disabuse their minds. 

While in Sydney during the latter 
part of November and the beginni beginning 

the pleasure o tizin 

honest-hearted souls; and — com- 
ing here we have ro Lade one more to 
the fold, for which we feel to thank 
our r heavenly Father. 

Although we have but few conver- 
sions to en us, the manner in 
which Lord for us — 
opens the way before 
hearts with joy and gratitude for His 
care. There are now connected with 
the Church in Australia a total num- 
ber of forty-four souls. 

Traveling on foot here is attended 
with considerable labor, as the houses 
in the country are 

country a succession of ro 
co 


ple, as a ra are hos- 
pitable, bat want nothing of a genuine 


on. 

3 is done on 
the hill side, in a ravine, or on the 
very top of a mountain; seeming to 
those who have their years in 
the pleasant 
indeed. 


of Utah strange 
rain 


The people depend directly on 
— both — 
@ great 


and the outlook for 
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President George Teasdale. 

Dear Brother, — Thinking that afew | than to a religious 
items from this far-off country might | There are, however , 
be of interest to you, President Chip- 
man has uested me to address you 
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future was so poor, that the water 
question began to ony,” agitate 
the minds of the people. However, 
about a month ago rain began to fall, 
and so continued falling almost in- 
cessantly for ten days, thus relieving 
them at least for the time being. 
seriously during the dry spell, man 

sheep owners being compelled to kill 
thousands to keep food for those re- 

On Monday, President Chipman 
and Elder A. S. Stewart intend leav- 
ing this place for Hanow, a small 
city situated west from Melbourne 
about 300 miles. There we have a 
small branch of the Saints, which 
they intend to visit, as well as en- 
deavor to gain more souls for their 
hire. Brother Wm. Bromley, formerly 
of the English Mission, is laboring 
among his relatives near Mort Lake 
and I am to labor in the vicinity of 
Melbourne, doing what the Lord puts 
in my way. 

Our labors are confined principally 
to distributing tracts and going from 
house to house, as street preaching is 
prohibited, and hall-rent is beyond 
our means. 

We have in this branch Brother 
Robert Beauchamp, formerly a contri- 
butor of a number of articles to the 
Star. He is now old and feeble, 
being in his 82nd — but still firm 
in the principles of the truth. A per- 
son would hardly recoguize in his 
bowed form and feeble gait the stal- 
wart actor of former days. 

The Saints here are enjoying a good 
portion of the Spirit of the Lord, and 
are straining every nerve, as it were, 
to gather to Zion. 

u the 19th and 20th inst. we held 
a Conference in this place, at the resi- 
dence of Brother and Sister Tillack, 
where we had a very pleasant time. 
Although but few in numbers, we 
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realized that the Lord had led 
His promise wherin He said that if 
two or three gather in His name 
He will be there with His Spirit. 
After holding five meetings, Confer- 
ence was adjourned subject to the call 
of President Chipman, 

The Saints send greeting, and, 
together with us, are praying for the 
welfare of Zion, and the coming of 
Him whose right it is to reign. Wish- 
ing you a prosperous New Year, we 
remain your brethren in the cause of 


Christ, 
SrepHen D. CH 
ALONZO S. 
WX. BRoMLey. 
Grorce E. 


West Mosley, March, 1889. 
President George Teasdale. 

Dear Brother, —I am pleased to in- 
form zon that I have just sold the 
last books. I pray our heavenly 
Father to let His Holy Spirit rest 
upon those who have purchased the 
that they may be able to understan 
the divine teaching contained in them, 
and may He grant sufficient strength 
to all who read them to go forth and 
obey the Gospel. If I can be the 
instrument in the hand of our heavenl 
Father to save one soul, how I sball 
rejoice, but give all the praise to our 
beloved Savior and Redeemer. I 
came up to my daughter's home last 
Tuesday, and I sold one book to a 
young man in the train. I tell peo- 
ple that if they make Dioner use of 
the knowledge contained in the book, 
they will never regret purchasing it. 
ney send me some more copies of 
the Voice of 8 Please send 
me a few tracts also. I would like to 
present one to every person who pur- 
chases a book. 

With kind regards, I remain your 
sister in the of peace, 

M. A. Tippett. 


UTAH NEWS. 
(Summarised from Territorial Papers.) 
Logan is pulling for the establishment of a hat factory. There is probably 


no other town in the Territory that has 


greater natural facilities for manufac- 
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The Salt Lake and Los Angeles R. R. committees were out at work again, 


and the total of the sums raised so far amounts to between $75,000 and 
$100,000. One committee alone has raised $29,000, and is not through yet. 


President Armstrong, Mr. McCune, and Superintendent Arnold, of the 
Street Car Company, were all jubilant over the securing of the franchise for 
their new electric road, and they all stated that the work of making the 
necessary changes will be commenced immediately. 


Gas was turned on at Ogden a few days ago, and the Opera House as well 
as a large number of business houses were illuminated therewith for the first 
time: Something over 100 service-pipes have been ordered, but not all have 
connection as yet owing to the hard digging through frozen ground. 


Bishop Clawson feels immensely pleased with the way the Hospital Benefit 
is taking hold of the public. “The Deseret Hospital has laid out $5,000 to 


$6,000 attending to the poor,” he said recently to a Herald reporter; no one 
in need has ever been turned from its doors. It is an institution — 
deserving of publio support, and the benefit on Washington's birthday shoul 
bring it a good sum.” 

A correspondent writing from St. George sends the following: —“ Yester- 
day (Feb. 18th) we were in summer, with almonds, peaches, flowers, &c., in 
full bloom. To-day we are buried amidst the dreariest winter. At ten o’clock 
this — it began to snow; before night there was over seven inches on 
the level. It is a strange experience to us, and one which we rarely see. 
Everybody who can command rds, nails, and hammer are busy construct- 
ing rude bob-sleds on which they hope to enjoy in a rural way some of the 
winter delights some of their northern friends experience. It is both sad 
and humorvus to watch the actions of the fowls and domestic animals as they 
view with astonishment the whitened earth.”— Deseret News. 


The meeting of the board of education of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
to decide on a location for the proposed University, was held recently in Salt 
Lake City. The following inducements were offered by the different locali- 
ties: Salt Lake City, $52,000 ; Ogden, $25,000, and 50 acres of land as a site, 
besides 250 lots some three miles out from town; Provo offered $10,000 in 
cash and 50 acres of land. Judge Dusenberry and A. A. Noon represented 
Provo, setting forth her advantages, &. After an extended discussion a vote 
was tuken, which resulted in a tie—three votes being cast fur Salt Lake and 
three fur Ogden. The committee instructed the secretary to telegraph Bishop 
Warren the result at once, and urge his immediate presence. The Bishop 
will cast his deciding vote upon his arrival; until then it hangs in the 
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OBITUARIES. 
LUCIUS R. SCOVIL. honorably several important missions, 


At his home at Springville, Utah, and few men had more acquaintances 
Lucius N. Scovil, a well-known and in Utah Territory, and were more 
greatly-respected citizen of that place, loved and respected than was he. He 
died February 14, 1889. Deceased was | died full of faith in the Gospel and 
born March 18, 1800, at Waterbury, | in the hope of a glorious resurrection. 

ew Haven County, Conn., son of He was bedridden about four months, 
Joel and Lydia Scovil. His descend- during which time he related many 
ants and family consists at present of | things which were very interesting in 
two — 2 children, 50 grandchil- regard to Church and individual his- 

an 
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